
Sunday 22 May – Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

Prayers written by Wendy Borgartz 
 
Heavenly Father you promised through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to hear 
us when we pray in faith. 
 
We pray for your church throughout the world, thinking especially of Christians 
in countries where they are persecuted for their faith. Give them courage and 
endurance to deal with imprisonment and discrimination. Open the eyes of the 
leaders of such countries to allow equality and justice for all, whatever their 
faith, so that all may be able to worship you freely and openly. We also pray 
for our Bishops Guli and Roger, and for Anne-Marie, Liz, Christine, Michael and 
Ruth, Julia, Harold and Anne and all who minister to us and who work to keep 
our churches open and running smoothly. We thank you for new members of 
our PCC and ask that you guide us as we develop new ways of working 
between St Luke’s and Great Braxted. May you show us the light of your 
countenance and come to us as your church here in this place. 
 
Father we pray for all those affected by the ongoing fighting in Ukraine. We 
bring before you all who have been forced to flee their homes, all who are 
frightened, injured, lonely or despairing. We ask that you guide all the nations 
of the world that they may come together and work for peace in Ukraine and 
all the other war-torn areas of the world. We remember also today the people 
of Afghanistan, and especially the women and girls forced out of schools and 
jobs, and all facing starvation and deprivation. We also bring before you the 
people of Syria and the Middle East, of Africa, all who are threatened by war 
and famine and the inhumanity of mankind. Jesus is the Prince of Peace and 
we pray for Peace and cooperation across the world. Let your ways be known 
upon earth, your saving health among all nations 
 
As we draw nearer to the celebrations of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, we 
give thanks for the 70 years of service to our country and the leadership 
provided by Queen Elizabeth and the example of her faith. Our nation and our 
political leaders and the Commonwealth have benefited so greatly from her 
guidance and wisdom. We ask that our celebrations of her service may bring 
people together in fellowship and love. 
 
We pray for all those working in our local community to keep our local services 
and shops running, those who work in our schools, our medical centres and 



hospitals, those who do the unsung jobs such as collecting our rubbish. We 
bring before you all families who are struggling, those who are finding the 
increased cost of living difficult and frightening, who are in despair of how to 
make ends meet. Guide the leaders of our nation to make wise and just 
decisions that improve the wellbeing of all people. As the exam season begins, 
we pray for all our young people, many facing exams after a long gap without 
any and having to sit exams on subjects where their teaching has been so badly 
disrupted due to the pandemic of the last two years. Give them hope and 
confidence in themselves and the strength to do their best in difficult 
circumstances. 
 
Father we ask for  your blessing on all those who are finding life difficult due to 
illness, all who are enduring long waits for tests and treatment due to the 
backlogs in our healthcare system. Surround them and those who care for 
them with your loving and healing arms, give them the comfort of Your 
presence. We bring before you today Jan Banks, Ken Cathcart, Dorothy 
Lawrence, Hazel Chapman, John Leaworthy, Ellen Vigar, Christine Eaton and, in 
a moment of silence, those known to us individually or to You alone. 
 
Father, we think of all who mourn the loss of loved ones. We ask for comfort in 
their sadness, but remember that all believers in Jesus are promised a place in 
the light, where there will be no more night and that You will be the source of 
everlasting light. We bring before you today the family and friends of Kit Gray 
and Jean Chambers. From our memorial book we give thanks and remember 
the lives of Julian Dawson, Alan Bradforth and Terence Lutterloch. 
 
We pray that all peoples will come to know you and praise you, Father. We 
pray you will give us the words and the opportunity in the week ahead to tell 
others about You and witness to Jesus and the saving power of your love and 
grace. 
Merciful Father accept these prayers for the sake of your son, our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


